
US A r m y  Corps  
of Eng ineers  
New York District 
Jacob K. Javits Federal Building 
New York. N.Y. 10278-0090 
A-N: Regulatory Branch 

PUBLIC NOTICE 

In replying refer to: 
Public Notice Number:2003-00806-YS 

Issue Date: April 14, 2006 
Exoiration Date: Mav 15. 2006 

To Whom It May Concern: 

The New York District: Corps of Engineers has received an application for a Department of the Army 
permit pursuant to Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C. 1344). 

APPLICANT: New York City Department of Environmental Protection 
Bureau of Environmental Engineering 
96-05 Horace Harding Expressway, 5th F1 
Low-Rise Building 
Corona, NY 11368-5107 

ACTIVITY: The installation of two (2) concrete boat ramps, the rehabilitation of the Croton Falls 
Reservoir dam, the realignment of Hemlock Dam Road and the replacement of a 
USGS flow measuring weir. 

WATERWAY: Croton Falls Reservoir (Hudson River Basin) 

LOCATION: Town of Carmel, Putnam County, New York. 

A detailed description and plans of the applicant's activity are enclosed to assist in your review. 

The decision whether to issue a permit will be based on an evaluation of the probable impact including 
cumulative impacts of the proposed activity on the public interest. That decision will reflect the national 
concern for both protection and utilization of important resources. The benefit which reasonably may 
be ex~ected to accrue from the ~ r o ~ o s a l  must be balanced against its reasonably foreseeable detriments. . . - 
.All iaaors which ma) bc rclcvan[ ro thc proposal uill hc <onsidcrcd includilig rhc cumularivc cii?srs 
rhcrcoi: anionp [IIOSC arc conscr\,a~ion. ?conomiss, acs~hcric<. pcncral cnviro~inicnral concerns. u ctlands. - . - 
historic properties, fish and wildlife values, flood hazards, floodplain values, land use, navigation, 
shoreline erosion and accretion, recreation, water supply and conservation, water quality, energy needs, 
safety, food and fiber production, mineral needs, considerations of property ownership and, in general, 
the needs and welfare of the people. 

The Corps of Engineers is soliciting comments from the public; Federal, state, and local agencies and 
officials; Indian Tribes; and other interested parties in order to consider and evaluate the impacts of this 
proposed activity. Any comments received will be considered by the Corps of Engineers to determine 
whether to issue, modify, condition or deny a permit for this proposal. To make this decision, comments 
are used to assess impacts on endangered species, historic properties, water quality, general 
environmental effects, and the other public interest factors listed above. Comments are used in 
preparation of an Environmental Assessment andlor an Environmental Impact Statement pursuant to the 
National Environmental Policy Act. Comments are also used to determine the need for a public hearing 
and to determine the overall public interest of the proposed activity. 

ALL COMMENTS REGARDING THE PERMIT APPLICATION MUST BE PREPARED IN WRITING 
AND MAILED TO REACH THIS OFFICE BEFORE THE EXPIRATION DATE OF THIS NOTICE, 
otherwise, it will be presumed that there are no objections to the activity. 
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Any person may request, in writing, before this public notice expires, that a public hearing be held to 
collect information necessary to consider this application. Requests for public hearings shall state, with 
particularity, the reasons why a public hearing should be held. It should be noted that information 
submitted by mail is considered just as carefully in the perinit decision process and bears the same weight 
as that furnished at a public hearing. 

Our preliminary determination is that the activity for which authorization is sought herein is not likely 
to affect any Federally endangered or threatened species or their critical habitat. However, pursuant to 
Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act (16 U.S.C. 1531), the District Engineer is consulting with the 
appropriate Federal agency to determine the presence of and potential impacts to listed species in the 
project area or their critical habitat. 

Based upon a review of the latest published version of the National Register of Historic Places, there are 
no known sites eligible for, or included in, the Register within the permit area. Presently unknown 
archeological, scientific, prehistorical, or historical data may be lost by work accomplished under the 
required permit. In a letter dated July 12, 2002, the New York State Office of Parks, Recreation and 
Historic Preservation (OPRHP) stated that the project will have No Adverse linpact upon properties in 
or eligible for inclusion in the State and National Registers of Historic Places. 

Reviews of activities pursuant to Section 404 of the Clean Water Act will include application of the 
guidelines promulgated by the Administrator, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, under authority 
of Section 404 (b) of the Clean Water Act and the applicant will obtain a water quality certificate or 
waiver from the appropriate state agency in accordance with Section 401 of the Clean Water Act prior 
to a permit decision. 

It is requested that you communicate the foregoing information concerning the activity to any persons 
known by you to be interested and who did not receive a copy of this notice. If you have any questions 
concerning this application, you may contact this office at (917) 790-8413 and ask for Brian A. Orzel. 

For more information on New York District Corps of Engineers programs, visit our website at 
11ttp:Ilwww.nan.usace.army.mil 
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WORK DESCRIPTION 

The applicant, the New York City Department of Environmental Protection (NYCDEP), has 
requested Department of the Army authorization for the discharge of fill material into waters of 
the United States in association with the construction of two (2) boat ramps, the rehabilitation 
of the Croton Falls Reservoir dam, the realignment of Hemlock Dam Road and the replacement 
of a USGS flow measuring weir. The project is proposed within the Croton Falls Reservoir in 
the Town of Carmel, Putnam County, New York. 

The hoat ramps would consist of pre-cast concrete panels, placed on top of gravel bedding. The 
east hoat ramp would extend approximately 64 feet-6.75 inches below Ordinary High Water 
(OHW), and would involve the placement of approximately 227 cubic yards of fill material into 
approximately 0.06 acres of waters of the United States. The west hoat ramp would extend 
approximately 56 feet-7.75 inches below OHW, and would involve the placement of 
approximately 121 cubic yards of fill material into approximately 0.03 acres of waters of the 
United States. 

The existing dam and spillway would be rehabilitated, including increasing the width and depth 
of the existing spillway channel. One earthen and rock cofferdam, would he constructed within 
the Croton Falls Reservoir, involving the temporary discharge of fill material into approximately 
0.52 acres of waters of the United States below OHW. The cofferdam would remain in place 
for approximately 36 months, and would temporarily dewater approximately 0.17 acres below 
OHW. The expansion of the existing spillway channel would necessitate the relocation of 
Hemlock Dam Road, which is located next to the spillway channel. Approximately 150 square 
feet of wetlands would he permanently filled and approximately 404 square feet of wetlands 
would be temporarily impacted for the relocation of the road. 

Approximately 2,000 cuhic yards of sediment would he excavated fiom in front of the existing 
intake structure, and would be disposed of within uplands. 

IK aaaitlbn,~appprddXXimmaf etyyoTo355accies ,f tTi~~~W~eeS~ttEaannc~~~Cii6t6nnRi"ei1y11oCCaatteedddJJuuSStttdow nnnn~ 

stream of the dam, would he filled for the installation of a USGS weir. This weir would replace 
an existing, deteriorated USGS measurement station, and would help manage flows out of the 
dam. 

Other activities are proposed that would not involve the placement of fill material into waters 
of the United States and would not require a permit from this office. These activities include, 
hut are not limited to: the installation of post-tensioned anchors; the replacement of the road at 
the crest of the dam; the refacing of the dam; the repair or replacement of the existing intake 
and outlet works; and the reconstruction of the Hemlock Dam Road bridge. 

The stated purpose of this project is to bring the dam into compliance with New York State 
safety standards, to improve the operational safety and reliability of the existing dam and to 
provide all-weather hoat ramps which would allow NYCDEP personnel access to the reservoir 
for maintenance, inspection and water quality testing. 
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1 -Refer to Sheet 3 of rhe follow~ng skerches 
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